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European youth elevate their communities through entrepreneurship 
 
Team Devecol from Slovakia wins Re-Power Your Future Award by UniCredit Foundation at Gen-E 
2024 in Catania, Sicily 
  
Twelve students from a secondary technical school in Bratislava, Slovakia, have been honoured with the 
UniCredit Foundation Re-Power Your Future Award for their impactful business project. Their junior 
company, Devecol, has successfully developed a smart and interactive application that mobilizes 
communities to collect waste from nature. This innovative solution fosters collaboration among young 
people, civil society, and institutions, showcasing the students’ exceptional ability to engage multi-
stakeholders around a shared mission. 
 
UniCredit Foundation Re-Power Your Future Award recognises the best Junior Achievement (JA) business 
that either developed solutions aspiring to support social mobility of the next generation of youth or to 
elevate the communities they target through social engagement.  
 
The Award is part of a three-year "Re-power your future" initiative by JA Europe and UniCredit Foundation, 
where participating youth are involved in a real entrepreneurial experience and gain the necessary skills, 
competences and knowledge to be successfully employed in the future and to give a pass for further 
opportunities. The initiative involves a strong commitment to the community with UniCredit bank 
representatives: skills-based volunteering, mentoring, role modeling, support for organizing local events, 
and connections with other similar initiatives.  
 
Silvia Cappellini, UniCredit Foundation General Manager said: “We are happy and honored to 
participate in the Gen-E festival as european partner. In July 2023, the UniCredit Foundation joined forces 
with Junior Achievement Europe to launch “Re-power Your Future,” a concrete initiative aimed at 
combating early school leaving, involving 10 countries within the UniCredit perimeter in a three-year 
program. These days we celebrate the results of European students and their innovative entrepreneurial 
ideas. UniCredit Foundation is proud to announce the winners of the Re-power Your Future Award, for their 
ability to engage the entire community around a cause for the common good. Seeing these projects 
become reality represents for us a great injection of confidence in the future.” 
 
Salvatore Nigro, CEO JA Europe added: “There is a clear connection between providing more 
entrepreneurial learning experiences and combating school drop-out. JA programmes have the ability to 
stimulate self-esteem of young people, instill the desire to actively take control of their lives, learning 
how to develop the skills to do so in practice. How? By inspiring all youth with the entrepreneurial 
example of others, and by teaching them a broad range of relevant soft and hard skills to succeed in the 
global economy.”  
 
“As a Hungarian judge for the Foundation's awards, it was exciting to see up close how the students were 
able to turn their exciting ideas into successful businesses. The most creative student businesses 
competed against each other: from a bullying prevention app to a climate robot that reduces soil erosion 
to a product that detects early stages of breast cancer, the young entrepreneurs' businesses were able to 
answer a wide range of challenges, and the AKG team in Hungary was a standout among them. The Gen-E 
Festival was not only the biggest European showcase for student entrepreneurship, but also a celebration 
of creativity and future-proof entrepreneurial ideas,” said Csilla Dudás, communication specialist at 
UniCredit Bank Hungary. 
 
The first year of Re-Power Your Future initiative saw a number of inspirational activities helping to reduce 
school drop-out by measurable results to increase motivation, engagement and opportunities at schools 
where the risk of drop-out is highest. In our experience, re-engaging students is key and the collaboration 
between UniCredit Foundation and JA Europe has been instrumental in improving outcomes, preventing 
drop-outs from school, and inspiring youth to pursue careers they are passionate about.  
 



At the Innovation Challenge national competition in Hungary, high school students showed how they 
would solve the problems of climate change, waste management or excessive consumption with their 
socially responsible “enterprises” designed for this purpose. 
 
About UniCredit Foundation  
This Third Sector Body (TSB) is the corporate foundation of UniCredit Group whose purpose is to unlock the potential of Europe’s 
next generation. Its mission is to empower young people across Europe by creating equal opportunities in education and to 
support them in making their way in life and the professional world. The Foundation's initiatives aim at combating school drop-
out, enhancing employability, encouraging university attainment and promoting study and research. The Foundation is 
committed to supporting communities in all countries where UniCredit Group operates.  
 
About JA Europe 
JA Europe is the largest and leading organisation in Europe dedicated to inspiring and preparing young people to succeed. For 
over 100 years, JA Worldwide has delivered hands-on, experiential learning in entrepreneurship, work readiness and financial 
health. In the last school year, the JA Europe network in over 40 countries provided 6 million learning experiences for youth in 
online, in person and blended formats with the support of nearly 110,000 teachers and almost 90,000 business volunteers. In 
2024, JA Worldwide was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, the third nomination in three years. 
 
About Gen-E 
Gen-E is Europe’s largest Entrepreneurship event, a celebration of entrepreneurship and the achievements of European youth. 
Thousands of European students, from 15 years old onwards, showcase their cutting–edge business ideas online and on-site. The 
Gen-E Festival also combines two annual European entrepreneurship contests for the winners of JA Company and the JA Start-Up 
Programme from over 40 countries. Nearly 400,000 young Europeans created their JA Company or Start Up in the 2023/24 
school year, and the best teams from each country competed in the Gen-E European final competition. 
 

Press and media contact at JA Europe: Minna Melleri, Chief of Advocacy and Growth, minna@jaeurope.org,  
 
UniCredit Group Media Relations: Roberto Vitellaro, roberto.vitellaro2@unicredit.eu  
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