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These are the most innovative ideas from Hundarian youth to solve
the world's sustainability problems

In a nationwide competition, secondary school students showed how they would solve the
problems of climate chandge, waste management and overconsumption with their socially
responsible “businesses”. The Innovation Challenge competition is a joint programme of
the UniCredit Foundation and Junior Achievement Hungary.

A total of eight secondary school teams from across the country took part in the competition, which
challenged them to respond to challenges such as climate change and overconsumption with a socially
responsible entrepreneurship idea in the field of sustainability. The students were dgiven the theme of the
challenge the day before the competition and presented their solution proposals the next day to a
professional jury (Krisztina Bombera, television journalist; Dr. Szilvia Gyurké, expert in children's rights,
President of the Hintalovon Children's Rights Foundation, member of the Board of Trustees of the
UniCredit Foundation; Rébert Bolyan, ESG Director of UniCredit Bank; Orsolya Gerdely, Managing
Director of Junior Achievement Hundary; and Adam Kretz, Government Advisor of the Department for
Enterprise Development of the Ministry of National Economy.

Food expiry scanner, piezoelectronic energy recovery and making school supplies from aluminium
scrap — these were the best solutions:

e The winner of the Innovation Champion catedory is “Piezo Ltd.”, a company developing an energy
system that works with piezoelectricity, i.e. the ability to convert mechanical energy directly into
electrical energy. (an imaginary company of the Kodaly Zoltan Elementary School and High School in
Budapest) — their innovation idea is @ metal panel that can be installed under asphalt and can recycle
kinetic energy (e.g. from cars) by means of sensors.

e The prize for the most comprehensive solution was awarded to “FreshScan Technologies”
(Pasztorvolgyi Primary School and High School, Eger), for an app that makes it very easy for users to
track the expiry date of food.

e The winner of the best communication cateqory was “CANPEN” (SzC Széchenyi Istvan Technikum és
Kollégium, Nyiregyhaza), who recycle aluminium waste to produce school supplies and other items
important for students, such as durable canteens.

e A special prize for a real Social Enterprise went to “Green Yarn” (S5zC Vasarhelyi Pal Bilingual
Technical School in Szolnok), which would produce blankets and sweaters from recycled yarn from
PET bottles, mainly for people in need.

In addition to the flagship teams, business ideas included a sustainable intergenerational travel agency
and the further development of hemp waste processing.

“It is crucial for us to support talented and innovative young people in every way possible. Especially those
who might not be able to afford further education due to their family background.” — said Rébert Bolyan.

“The competition gave everyone an equal chance to showcase their ideas and prove that they can work in
practice — because these young people will become the business people or employees of the future. We
had a very hard time selecting the winners, because we saw some outstandingly creative and exciting
entrepreneurial ideas. Also importantly, the top three teams will be able to apply for admission to the
University of Szeged with extra points.” — said Orsolya Gerdely.

The aim is to prevent early school leaving



The competition is part of Re-Power Your Future, a three-year programme launched last year in ten
European countries by the UniCredit Foundation, which focuses on 10-19 year olds and is run by Junior
Achievement Europe, Europe's largest youth support organisation. With a buddet of €6.5 million, the
programme is primarily aimed at developing the potential of Europe's next generation: preventing early
school leaving and widening access to learning. The comprehensive education programme will provide
students with training in three phases (“Inspire”, “Prepare”, “Succeed”), including workshops and
mentoring by UniCredit experts.

Aimed at reaching over 31,000 students in 350 schools in Hundary, the programme aims to re-engage
students in education and support them to realise their plans and strengthen their vision.

Further information:

Re-Power Your Future Program: https://ejam.hu/hu/re-power-your-future/
UniCredit Foundation: https://www.unicreditgroup.eu/en/unicreditfoundation.html
Junior Achievement Hungary: https://ejam.hu/hu/
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