
 

  

 
 

Press release        10 May, 2023 
 
InvestEU: EIF and UniCredit sign agreements to channel €1 billion to small businesses across 
nine units in seven countries in Central and Eastern Europe  
 
The European Investment Fund (EIF), part of the EIB Group, is providing UniCredit Group with two guarantees 
worth €370 million to boost investment made by small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs) across seven 
EU countries. The EIF-UniCredit agreements aim to boost funding for the fields of sustainability, innovation, 
digitalisation, culture, creativity, education, and social investments. The EIF guarantees backed by InvestEU 
will enable UniCredit to provide loans on favourable conditions to 2500 SMEs and small mid-caps across 
Europe and mobilise investment of around €1 billion into the real economy. 
 
“Providing sustainable finance to fuel social investments and innovation is a critical aspect of our pledge to 
improve the social aspect of environmental, social and governance in any way we can. In the last ten years, 
our work with EIB Group has enabled easier access to financing for more than 12 000 small and mid-sized 
businesses in Central and Eastern Europe. Our firm presence and local networks in the region meant that we, 
in strategic partnership with the EIF and the EIB Group, received the region’s biggest allocation of InvestEU 
guarantee capacity. This will enable us to provide even more for clients as we continuously strive to fulfil our 
purpose of empowering communities to progress” – said UniCredit CEO Andrea Orcel. 
 

UniCredit Bank Hungary Zrt., with the support of the European Union’s InvestEU Fund, is promoting the 
financing of investments by small and medium-sized enterprises and small mid-caps operating in Hungary 
under two new guarantee products. The Innovation and Digitalisation Guarantee, the successor to the EIF 
InnovFin Guarantee, closed in 2022, will mainly provide financing for projects aimed at technological 
improvements, while the newly introduced Sustainability Guarantee will support investments with a 
positive environmental impact that meet the EIF criteria. 
 
„Taking into acccount sustainability and modernisation considerations in development and financing 
decisions contributes to the long-term stability and performance of UniCredit Bank Hungary Zrt.'s SME client 
base and is an excellent fit with the bank’s ESG objectives”, added Anita Laurinyecz, Director of 
Agribusiness, European Competence Center and Public Sector. 
 
Background information 
 
The European Investment Fund (EIF) is a financial institution part of the European Investment Bank Group (EIB Group). Its main mission is to support 
European micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by supporting their access to finance and venture capital. The InvestEU programme brings 
together under one roof the multitude of EU financial instruments currently available to support investment in the European Union, making funding 
for investment projects in Europe simpler, more efficient and more flexible. 
 
About UniCredit 
UniCredit is a pan-European Commercial Bank with a unique service offering in Italy, Germany, Central and Eastern Europe. Our purpose is to 
empower communities to progress, delivering the best-in-class for all stakeholders, unlocking the potential of our clients and our people across 
Europe. 
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