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UniCredit for CEE mobilizes €2.6bn of new favorable financing for micro and 
SMEs across the region 
 
UniCredit announces the launch of the next phase of UniCredit for CEE, reinforcing its long-term 
commitment to small and medium-sized enterprises and microbusinesses across the region with 
over €2.6 billion in financing solutions until the end of 2027.  
 
UniCredit for CEE is the Group’s dedicated initiative to provide financing, advisory and guarantee-backed 
solutions to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises across Central and Eastern Europe, supporting 
innovation, sustainability and inclusive growth. The expansion of the initiative is a clear demonstration of 
the strategic direction UniCredit is taking with the bold new phase, UniCredit Unlimited. It is defined by 
unlimited ambition not only for the group but also for the 20 million clients across Europe. 
 
The new phase leverages 35 guarantee lines from the European Investment Fund, European 
Investment Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, , together with national 
development programmes, to accelerate access to more affordable funding for businesses in Bulgaria, 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  
 
Among the tangible benefits for the clients are lower collateral requirements, pricing advantages, 
dedicated advisory programmes and faster, simpler processes.  
 
UniCredit for CEE will prioritize sustainability and energy efficiency, digitalization and innovation, the 
competitiveness of local supply chains and inclusive financing for entrepreneurs, including women- and 
youth-led businesses. 
 
Building on solid foundations, UniCredit for CEE has already delivered over €2 billion in new lending 
under guarantee programs, supporting more than 18,000 micro, small and mid-sized enterprises since its 
launch in 2024.  
 
Alongside UniCredit for CEE, UniCredit banks across the region provide a broad range of various financing 
and support for businesses. Overall investment in the real economy in CEE for the past year reached 
€15bn in loans to 430k micro and SMEs. 
 
At UniCredit Bank Hungary, we also handle the micro, small, and medium-sized enterprise sector with 
high priority. Through the Széchenyi Program’s overdraft, working capital, and investment loans, which 
have been available for years, our SME clients received nearly HUF 120 billion across more than 1,500 
transactions during the past year; while for our mid-cap clients, the EXIM Demján Loan Program was 
available, offering long-term favorable, fixed-rate financing in both HUF and EUR for investments. In 
addition, we support the work of local businesses with favourable bank account packages and card 
acceptance solutions. The development of digitalization solutions also receives high priority in the 
initiative: alongside our mobile banking application available for small businesses (mBanking Business), 
our clients can manage their banking affairs conveniently online using the Digital Document Sharing 
application. Our bank continues to support the “UniCredit for CEE” initiative this year with a marketing 
communication campaign addressed to the domestic audience. 
 
“The new €2.6 billion capacity, together with our European partnerships and enhanced distribution model, 
allows us to support thousands of entrepreneurs in their growth, innovation and green transition. This is 
fully aligned with our UniCredit Unlimited strategy, focused on accelerating quality growth, leveraging 
technology and empowering our people to deliver best-in-class solutions for our clients across Central 
and Eastern Europe”, comments Teodora Petkova, Head of Central and Eastern Europe, UniCredit. 
 
Further information: kommunikacio@unicreditgroup.hu  
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UniCredit is a pan-European Commercial Bank with a unique service offering in Italy, Germany, Central and Eastern Europe. Our 
purpose is to empower communities to progress, delivering the best-in-class for all stakeholders, and unlocking the potential of 
our clients and our people across Europe. 


