Finally, they can see clearly: two hundred children receive new glasses and collect
spectacle frames for those in need

With the support of UniCredit Bank and the cooperation of paediatric ophthalmologists from the Hajnalfény
Orvoscsoport Egyesiilet (Hajnalfény Medical Group Association), two hundred disadvantaded children with
vision problems in five towns in northern and eastern Hundary will receive glasses during the summer,
making it easier for them to carry out their daily activities and schoolwork. From Children’s Day until the
end of June, UniCredit Bank branches will also be collecting used children’s eyedlass frames, which will be
refurbished and distributed to those in need.

Bank is providing five million forints for a charity campaign to ensure that children aged 6—18 living in difficult
circumstances and in need of vision correction can obtain the glasses they need before the start of the school
year, enabling them to learn more easily and effectively in primary and secondary school.

Good vision is important for a successful future, but it is not available to all children

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has also stated that sharp vision — or, in its absence, appropriate vision
correction — is crucial for school performance: ,Vision problems in childhood have a significant impact on the
social relationships, educational outcomes and career choices of those affected, and can even lead to poverty.”

Lsuccessful school performance is often hampered by everyday obstacles such as children not being able to see
the blackboard properly or read their books, which makes it difficult for them to write and do arithmetic,” says
Csilla Dudas, senior communications expert at UniCredit Bank and coordinator of the glasses donation
campaign. ,We are happy to help children get glasses, as for them it is not just a medical aid: we hope that by
improving their school performance, we can give them a chance for a successful career and a better life in the
long term.”

According to data from the Hundarian Opticians’ Association, myopia is the most common vision problem in
Hundary, as it is worldwide, affecting more than 50% of children under the age of 18.

However, purchasing glasses, which offer a solution, and attending eye examinations are often unattainable for
disadvantaged families living in difficult financial circumstances. Among the reasons for this is that the average
price of spectacle frames and lenses, according to the Central Statistical Office’s (KSH) monthly consumer price
index, is 45,000 forints, while, according to KSH statistics on living conditions, the average gross income per
person in the lowest income quintile was HUF 121,750 per month.

Eye tests and glasses delivered to the door

UniCredit Bank’s charity eyeglass campaign may offer a solution to this situation. As part of the campaign,
paediatric ophthalmolodists from the Hajnalfény Orvoscsoport Egyesilet conduct eye examinations for children
in mobile screening tents at the homes of the families concerned and then deliver the free eyeglasses to the
children.

LEarly detection and correction of short-sightedness and other vision problems in children is extremely important.
A child with good vision can integrate more successfully into the community and perform better at school. Early,
regular eye examinations and, if necessary, wearing glasses are also essential for maintaining good vision in
adulthood,” says Dr. Laszlé Szalai, an ophthalmologist and founder of the Hajnalfény Orvoscsoport Egyesilet
of volunteers.

Since 2005, the Hajnalfény Medical Group Association has been providing free health screenings to those in need
in Hungary and the Carpathian Basin as part of its Vision Without Borders programme. Thanks to the joint efforts
of UniCredit Bank and the medical group, around 200 children will receive new, high-quality glasses tailored to
their individual needs in the coming months. The eye tests and donation of glasses will take place in the towns of
Boconad, Erk and Tarnadrs in Heves County, and in Nagyhegyes and Told in HajdG-Bihar County, drawing on the
Hajnalfény Medical Group Association’s many years of local experience and the preliminary needs assessment
carried out by its specialists.
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The donation of glasses complements UniCredit’s .Re-power Your Future” programme, which supports equal
opportunities for young people in education and aims to prevent early school leaving. The programme won first
prize in the ,,CSR Initiative of the Year” catedory of the Mastercard Bank of the Year 2024 competition.

In addition to the new programme for the manufacture of glasses, UniCredit Bank branches across the country
will also collect good quality children’s spectacle frames from Children’s Day until the end of June, which will be
refurbished by the Association's experts and later distributed to those in need.


https://ejam.hu/hu/re-power-your-future/

